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The Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee which seems to possess
a most efficient publicity bureau, has sent the second message of
Sardar Khadak Singh from his imprisonment. It is almost a verbal
repetition of the first. The Sardar Saheb tells the Khalsa that
every Sikh should wear khadi, take simple food. Non-violence is
the key to success. He further expects that all members of the
Akali jathas1 in particular and the Sikh public in general shall at
once give up the use of tea. What the Sardar Saheb says is but
too true. High thinking is not possible without simple living. If
we are to identify ourselves with the masses, we have to live as
simply as is consistent with health. There can be no other cloth
for us but khadi. A simple life conduces to non-violence. I have
not been able to understand the Sardar's insistence on the absti-
nence from tea. Whether tea has grown on the Sikhs more than
any other drink, I do not know. I should have expected an exhor-
tation to give up intoxicants of all kinds. But perhaps some Sikh
friends will explain the stress laid on the. disuse of tea.
CHARKHA IN THE MADRAS COUNCIL
The spinning-wheel was the subject of a debate in the Madras
Council when one of the members introduced a resolution recom-
mending that the Government should introduce improved patterns
of spinning-wheels and stimulate hand-spinning and hand-weaving.
The resolution was thrown out after a full discussion, 23 members
voting in its favour. The arguments that were advanced against
the resolution were that *'khadi was nothing better than gunny
and that no man of common sense would prefer it to cheap
mill-made cloth," that "in this age of machinery, it would be
criminal to go back to hand-spinning/' that "hand-spun yarn was
weak," and lastly, that "the spinning-wheel had been found to be
economically unsound and that therefore public money ought not
to be spent on it". All these arguments were sufficiently met by
the advocates of the wheel in the Council. But the point of interest
was that the doctrine of economic unsoundness of the wheel, enun-
ciated by the Minister in charge of the Department in question,
was opposed by the economics expert of the Madras Government,
Dr. Slater, who appealed to the Minister "to keep an open mind"
in the matter. Dr. Slater appreciates the fact that the agriculturists
of India who are growing poorer need some such supplementary
occupation as spinning. But his expert opinion was disregarded
by the prejudiced majority of the Council who would not even study
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